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Newsletter articles  
are due the 15th  
of each month. 

STEADILY MOVING FORWARD! 
 
 It’s amazing to think as I write this month’s newsletter, that we are now enter-
ing our second quarter of 2021 and how Easter is almost upon us.  Last year at this 
time, we were basically staying in our homes as we followed the Governor’s instruc-
tions.  I was serving another church at the time recording YouTube sermons in my base-
ment office.  I was also elected to the do the grocery shopping (for our family) while 
hunting for the rare, white, toilet paper roll.  This year, we have a little more freedom 
and we are seeing encouraging signs as we move toward normalcy.  Restaurants are at 
50% capacity and we at Owosso First have started in-person worship.  If everything has 
gone according to schedule, both my wife and I should be fully vaccinated by the time 
you read this. 
 
 I wanted to share with all of you, how great it feels to see people once again 
and have a chance to interact (even if we are wearing masks).  So, thank you for stop-
ping by the office and saying hello.  I still have a few dreams of showing some inspira-
tional DVDs in the fellowship hall, and in the month of June trying our hand at outdoor 
worship.  In my previous setting, we experimented with church on Saturday evenings, 
and folks brought coolers and lawn chairs.  It felt great to be outside worshipping the 
Lord in song!  I don’t know if that would work well here, but whatever is decided, we 
can record it for all to see. 
 

I also wanted to say that I am thoroughly enjoying the great blessing of being in 
the pulpit again.  For the five months I was retired, I really missed connecting with peo-
ple and sharing God’s Word from my heart.  For over 40 years, I was always teaching 
adult classes or leading book and video discussions.  So, thank you for being so gracious 
and kind with me and allowing me to be your pastor for this brief interval.    
 
 As we look ahead, I wanted to give you an idea of the upcoming messages.  I’ll 
do my best to offer some practical application you can take home with you.  And, if you 
have ever wondered about heaven or what happens when you die or what your heav-
enly body might be like, I want to encourage you to either join us or listen in the last 
two Sundays of April.   
 

Apr 1 - Maundy Thursday The Cock Crows Twice (Livestream only)  
Apr 2 - Good Friday  The Depth of a Father’s Love (Livestream only) 
Apr 4 - Easter   The Hope of Easter! 
Apr 11    Life Lessons from a Dog! 
Apr 18    A Christian View of the Afterlife (Part 1) 
Apr 25    A Christian View of the Afterlife (Part 2)  

   Blessings, Dr. G 

10 am In-Person 
Worship in the 
Sanctuary & 
Livestream 

10 am Children’s  
   Worship, 
Nursery, & 
Youth Sunday     
   School 
 

 

Sundays 

Pastor’s Page 

 CHURCH STAFF 

 

  Rev. Dr. Gary Glanville Pastor 
 

  Karin VanderMolen Admin. Asst. & Bookkeeper 
 

  John Dale Smith  Music Director & Organist/Pianist 
 

  Aaron Lobb  Youth Ministries 
 

  Emily Lobb  Children's Ministry Coordinator 
 

  Sandra Clarke  Nursery 
 

  James Mullins  Audio/Visual Tech 
 

  Jennifer Fuentes Nursery & Custodian 
 

  Mary Jo Pouillon  Noah’s Ark Director 

 

SERMON TITLES 

 
Apr 1 - Maundy Thursday (Livestream Only) 

The Cock Crows Twice  
 

Apr 2 - Good Friday (Livestream Only) 
The Depth of a Father’s Love 

 
Apr 4 - Easter 

The Hope of Easter! 
 

Apr 11 
Life Lessons from a Dog! 

 
Apr 18 

A Christian View of the Afterlife (Part 1) 
 

Apr 25 
A Christian View of the Afterlife (Part 2)   
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Noah’s Ark Children’s Center & Preschool 

We are hoping to have a few more minor building improvements made (new window 
treatments, entryway doors fixed, and new desks in the office).  The Parrot room is 
hoping to plant a garden this spring, too.   
 
There are still lots of unknowns surrounding covid at this time, but we are hoping that 
we will be able to remove more and more restrictions as summer approaches and we 
can get back to what the kids knew as “normal.”   
 
We are also keeping the church family in our thoughts and prayers as you transition 
with Dr. G and to your new pastor this summer.   
 
Early Childhood Fun Fact: The average girl child reaches half her adult height at 18 months. For a boy it is 24 months. 
 
Staff Birthdays:  04.02 Ms. Haley  -  04.17 Ms. Jamie  -  04.22 Ms. Crystal 
 
Wish List:  Kleenex (small packs), Dish Soap, Baby Shampoo, Laundry Soap, Craft Sticks, Pipe Cleaners, Dot Stickers (like 
for pricing) 

 

Mary Jo Pouillon, Director 
Noah's Ark Children's Center 
989-725-2202 Work 
989-666-1352 Cell 
989-729-1721 Fax 
www.naccpreschool.com 

Welcome spring and warmer weather!   

 

Please remember that pledges can be mailed to Janet Wilt or to the church, or for those who have returned to in-
person services, drop it in the offering plate.  Make sure to note “UMW” on the envelope and that it is for your 
pledge.  Thank you!  We have paid our 1st quarter pledge to the District in March. 

 

April is usually our “Prayer and Self-Denial” month. Please take time out one afternoon to remember those less fortu-
nate. As UMW members, we bow to meet God in prayer and meditation, then rise to give of ourselves sacrificially so 
that God’s vision of an abundant and beloved community for all can be realized.  The kingdom comes not only for 
those who receive financial gifts through A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial, the Kingdom comes to us as we live into the 
light of God’s vision for humanity, of mutuality and of seeing one’s self in the eyes of another.  The scripture reading is 
2 Corinthians 8:13-15. (The above is taken from UMW program booklet for 2019-2020). I am not sure where the 
offering will be used for 2021, but in 2020 it supported the work of 90 plus National Mission Institutions across the 
country and eight Regional Missionaries whose work around the globe is funded by A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial. 
Our sacrificial gifts make this work possible.  If you would like to make an offering, please send to Janet Wilt or to the 
church and mark Prayer and Self-Denial offering. 

 

I am excited to report that we found a mission we would like to support. The United Methodist women in Nome, 
Alaska have been providing a layette to every baby born at the hospital. Nome serves as a hub for the 15 surrounding 
villages on the Seward Peninsula in Northwest Alaska.  Each village has a small clinic but isn’t set up to deliver babies.    
Expectant mothers are flown to Nome in the later weeks of their pregnancy to have their babies. The UMW in Nome 
provides the hospital with layettes that they give to each mother and baby. I have been in contact with Mary who is a 
member of the church and she has provided me with this information.  I will include more information in May’s 
newsletter.  They can always use hand knitted or crocheted baby blankets. Depending on what they have available, 
they put the following items in the layette: receiving blanket, 1-2 sleepers, 1-2 onesies and pants/bottom, bath towel 
and wash cloth, bib, socks or booties, 1-2 hats, 3-4 diapers, toy if available. All of the items should be new. We hope 
to collect some items over the next few months, and then mail them in the fall. They do boy and girl layettes.  More 
information to come next month.   

 

Thanks! 

Carolyn Wing, UMW President 

 

During this pandemic, many people have been enjoying putting together jigsaw puzzles 
more than ever. We would like to start sharing these to spread the fun! (You will get your 
puzzles back.) If you would like to join in, please contact Marie Anderson at 989-627-7346 
(you may also text or leave a message). We will figure out a way to get these back-and-
forth to brighten our days!  You do NOT need to have puzzles to participate in the fun.  
 
Family Ministry - Outreach/Membercare Team 

 

Thank you! 

I very much appreciate all your prayers,  

calls, cards and  

Pastor’s call at the hospital. 

I am home and doing well. 

Thank you,  Linda Harris 

http://www.naccpreschool.com


 

 

Sue Alpert 1 

James MacKay 2 

DJ Graves 8 

Mary Melzow 10 

Judy Nichols 11 

Tyler Drake 12 

Tim Oeschger 12 

Holland Thompson 12 

Pam Vogl 12 

Lindsay Baker 15 

Bob Gilman 15 

Tricia Murphy-Alderman 16 

Christopher Bagwell 18 

Grant Drake 18 

Susie Driskill 18 

Ryan Ardelean 19 

Raymond Knipe 20 

Chloe Harper 22 

Lyle Holmes 22 

Chloe Lang 22 

Lyle Moore 23 

Paul Kuhlman 24 

Vi Olney 26 

Viv Seaver 26 

Jenna Grubb 28 

Mary Ann Louks 28 

Janet Drake 29 

Chelsea Shoenfield 29 

Sarah Peters 30 
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Ron Cassing, outpatient surgery 3/23 

Peggy & Paul, financial & other personal issues (friends of Don Horton) 

Paul Thuma, hospitalized after diverticulitis surgery (friend of Cheryll Warren) 

Joyce Aurand & family, Kent passed away (brother of Dale A.) 

Bill Hutchinson health issues (friend of Sue Alpert) 

Mary Ann Mills health issues (friend of Sue Alpert) 

Mary Jane Brothers, very ill, at home (Sue Gilman’s mother) 

Jim Forsythe, recovering at home 

Connie, lung and bone cancer (friend of Jim Downing) 
Diane Allen, recovering from surgery 
Judith, had a stroke on Feb. 16 (Diane Allen’s mother) 
Aaron Gillett’s mother was hospitalized 
Alyssa Barrett surgery Feb. 11 (Sherry Elwell’s granddaughter) 
Bob Gilman, heart cath 
John Gilman, hospitalized with pneumonia & spot on liver 
Carla Mead, cancer of the throat (friend of Peggy Gulick). 
Kendra, cancer,  chemo  (friend of Wyllys’) 
Glenn Barnes, stroke (son of Virginia Barnes) 
 
Our Military 

SrA Seth Griffin, Cannon AFB, NM (grandson of Thorsby’s) 

SPC Brady Watts Ft. Campbell, KY (grandson of Carl Luce III) 

Kamerin DeWulf, Air Force (great-nephew of Jamie Holmes) 

Corp. Jonathon Heath, Ft. Wainwright, AK (son of Jodi Heath) 

SGT Joseph Heath, Wahiawa, HI (son of Jodi Heath) 

John Schlaud, Marines, 5th deployment (son-in-law of Sue Driskill) 

Joel Agle (grandson of Patricia Agle)   

Ryan Weaver, Army Reserves (grandson of Elfords) 

SFC Jason Cassing (son of Ron & Meredith Cassing) 

SSGT Tyler Ardelean, Misawa Air Base, Japan (son of Ken & Julie) 

SGT Audrey and SFC David Santana, D.C. (niece/nephew of Cobb’s) 

Todd Hofacker, California  

Kory Alliton, USN, Pensacola, FL (grandson of Sutliff’s) 

Yuka Peters, Ft. Bliss, TX (daughter-in-law of Peter’s) 

 

Our Shut-Ins 

Muriel Hofacker, c/o Chuck Hofacker 106 N. Shia St. #212, Corunna, MI  

Ellen Goldbeck, 1850 Babcock, Apt. 11, Owosso, MI 

Helen Stanton, Safe Haven, 5917 Edson St. Haslett, MI 48840 

Judy Helmker, 1694 N M52 #221, Owosso, MI  

Genny Jennings, The Meadows, 245 Caledonia Dr. #110, Owosso, MI 

Billie Sisson, c/o Peggy Johnson, 37054 Millstone Tr. Lenox Twp, MI 48048  

Sandy Horton, Pleasant View, 275 Caledonia Dr., Harbors Wing #353-B, Owosso, MI  

Gail Passmore, Kiwanis Village 1464 N. M52, Apt #7, Owosso, MI                   

 

Please pray for. . . 
Missions Ministry 

 

 

 

 

UMCOR’s 80-year history is grounded in the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
“created to do good things” (Ephesians 2:10) that alleviate human 
suffering. Responding to people suffering from the effects of war, civil 
unrest, hurricanes, wildfires, famines or floods, UMCOR steps in on 
your behalf in times of crisis to help individuals, families, and communi-
ties that are too overwhelmed to recover on their own. 

 

For more than 50 of those 80 years, United Methodist congregations 
have been taking part in a special UMCOR Sunday offering, laying the 
foundation for UMCOR’s ministry of relief and hope.  This year that 
offering will be taken at our church on April 18. 

 

Donations UMCOR receives through this offering, along with other   
undesignated gifts made throughout the year, cover the costs of doing 
business. Gifts like yours make it possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all 
other contributions on the projects donors specify, instead of on      
administrative or fundraising costs. 

 

UMCOR does not receive United Methodist World Service or appor-
tionment funds, so without your offerings, UMCOR would not exist. 

Because they keep operating costs under 10% of the total budget,    
undesignated gifts may actually exceed UMCOR’s administrative needs.  

 

When that happens, your support is channeled to under-funded pro-
grams, where they’re most needed. They also may be used to allow 
UMCOR to respond to disasters immediately after an event and before 
funds can be raised. 

 

Please be prepared on April 18 to give generously.  Make checks out to 
First United Methodist Church, and put UMCOR on the memo line.  
There is an envelope included in this newsletter that you can bring with 
you to church, or if you are not attending in-person worship, please mail 
it to the church. 

 

 

Karolyn Dawley 

Employment opportunity!   
 

Owosso First UMC needs a new 
Building Supervisor.  

 
This is a 25-hour per week  

flextime position.   
 

This person is responsible for 
cleaning & maintaining the 
church rooms and building,  

performing preventative  
maintenance and simple/general 

repairs, basic knowledge of 
plumbing and electrical work, 

requisition of supplies, provide 
custodial services for special  

services, room setup,  
comfortable working from a  
ladder, being available for  

weddings & funerals, and making 
sure building is locked and  

secure.   
 

For a more detailed job  
description please contact the 
church office 989-725-2201. 

Please save your VG’s    
receipts for missions. 

 
We need the whole receipt.  
We cannot use receipts from 

the pharmacy. 
 

Please place in shoebox in 
the grocery cart in foyer. 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
https://donate.gcfa.org/FundDetails.aspx?ID=10000141000110006
https://donate.gcfa.org/FundDetails.aspx?ID=10000141000110006
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat. 

1 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Livestream  
Message 
 

2 
 
Good Friday 
Livestream 
Message 

3 
 

 
  

4       HAPPY EASTER  
 
10 am IN-PERSON Worship in 
Sanctuary & Livestream  
 
10 am Children’s Worship 
 
10 am Purposeful Nursery 
 
10 am Youth Sunday school 

5 
 
 
 6:30 pm Missions  
Ministry Team via ZOOM 

6 
 
 
6 pm Stephen 
Ministry via 
ZOOM 

7 
 
 
7 pm Narc. Anon. 
via ZOOM 

8 
 

9 10 
 
 

11        
 
10 am IN-PERSON Worship in 
Sanctuary & Livestream  
 
10 am Children’s Worship 
 
10 am Purposeful Nursery 
 
10 am Youth Sunday school 

12 
 
6:30 Family Ministry & 
Outreach/Membercare in 
Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

14  
 
7 pm Narc. Anon. 
via ZOOM 

15 
 

7 pm SPRC via 
ZOOM 

16 
 

 

17 
 

18       
 
10 am IN-PERSON Worship in 
Sanctuary & Livestream  
 
10 am Children’s Worship 
 
10 am Purposeful Nursery 
 
10 am Youth Sunday school 

19 
 
7 pm Trustees 
Via ZOOM 
 
 

20 
 
6 pm Stephen 
Ministry via 
ZOOM 

21 
 
7 pm Narc. Anon. 
via ZOOM 

22 
 
 

23 24 
 

25        
 
10 am IN-PERSON Worship in 
Sanctuary & Livestream  
 
10 am Children’s Worship 
 
10 am Purposeful Nursery 
 
10 am Youth Sunday school 

26 
 
6:00 pm Noah’s Ark 
Board via ZOOM 
 
6:30 Finance Mtg. 

27 28 
 
7 pm Narc. Anon. 
via ZOOM 

29 
 
7:00 Ad. Council  
Via ZOOM 

30  

Children’s Worship & Nursery  
Volunteer Schedule 

 
The Trustees Committee approved 

remodeling the ladies restroom, 
near the church office, 

as the next major project.  The 
Committee approved the bid from 

Perrin Construction, and will be 
paid from Endowment Fund. 

         
A new camcorder and microphone 

bracket was recently  
purchased.  The camcorder will be 

used for special services such as 
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday 
& Good Friday.  Todd Wyzynajtys 
donated a camera tripod 128gb 

memory chip, and two  
microphones for the new  

system.  The  new camcorder was 
purchased through video fund. 

  
The audio system in Fellowship 

Hall  was not working  
properly.  Willow AV and Todd 

Wyzynatjys were able to repair the 
system and it is now ready for     

future events  The repairs were 
paid from Funds for Others-FH 

sound 2019 and general fund- video 
ministry fund. 

 
Brian Drake, Trustees Chairperson 

 Children’s Worship Nursery 

1st Sunday of Month Karin VanderMolen  

2nd Sunday of Month Sue Gilman Amanda Root 

3rd Sunday of Month Jackie Nicholson Lindsay Baker 
(Cody-youth) 

4th Sunday of Month  Shana Andres 

Wear a mask 

Wash your hands 

Watch your spacing 


